4 CASA

OCTOBER NEWS LETTER

October started off with a bang this year with Esther and Chris Ivey hosting the “Doggone Day of Fun”.  It was a fun-filled day for all, humans and dogs.  Thunder storms started rolling in first thing but quickly changed direction in our favor.  The sun broke through and the day was perfect.  The Doggone Day of Fun was held in the San Juan National Park area up at Upper Chicken Creek.  There is a Mancos Overlook that just took your breath away with its beauty, right across from our meeting area there.  We were surrounded by pines and yellow aspens.   

We had a concession area to go along with the games for the dogs.  I think we were all proud to see how well the dogs got along and, just over this one year period, saw the progress with socializing our dogs.  The timid dogs were more outgoing and the overly outgoing dogs were more settled.  After the day of games and a short hike, both the humans and the dogs were whipped.  

Here was our game lineup and the winners.  

1. Obstacle Course: 1st: Elaine and Tomahawk, 2nd: Esther and Sonny, 3rd: Esther and Chasie

2. Bobbing for Hotdogs: 1st: Tomahawk, 2nd and 3rd tied: Ice and Allie
3. Best Trick Contest: 1st: Ice, 2nd: Chasie, 3rd: Tomahawk

4. Musical Mats: We did this one twice and had 2 winners: Tomahawk and Chasie

5. Treat Toss: 1st: Chasie, 2nd: Tomahawk, 3rd: Bruiser

6. Frisbee Throw: 1st: Bruiser, 2nd: Tomahawk

7. D.O.G. : Teams: Jamie/Chasie, Clarence/Echo, Elaine/Tomahawk

Esther Ivey, our President, has really been working hard this year to get our club to really take off.  She has been recruiting, planning and once again, submitted our club affiliation to the Australian Shepherd Club of America.  Once our affiliation has been excepted, we will start offering more classes and host more events that will give your Australian Shepherd a chance to earn titles, ribbons and trophies.  It is going to be an exciting 2012 year and we will need lots of help.  Hope you can join in and be a part of this exciting year coming up.

Esther is hosting Rally Obedience Classes at her home in Bloomfield, New Mexico now so if anyone would care to join in, you are more than welcome.  The classes are Thursdays at 6:00. The last class is Oct 20th.  There has been a nice turnout with this class, having 7 different students participating.  We are hoping to continue into Advanced, Excellent and Master Rally next year.  Also, Esther will host a repeat of the Novice course next year too to get folks caught up that didn’t get to attend this year.  Call Esther for more information on this: estabe@hotmail.com or (505)333-2662:.    
We are hoping to get agility and flyball classes up and running for next year.  What we need most are folks who are interested in one of these classes, to let us know and perhaps help us to get it up and running.  Anyone that has any equipment for either of these activities, please let us know.
As a reminder, club members are able to advertise on the 4CASA website (http:www.wndymesaaussies.com/4CASA_directory.htm.)  Friends and members are encouraged to join our Yahoo Chat Group, which is a valuable way for everyone to share their thoughts and ideas with one another and stay up to date on what is happening with our group. Go to: (http//pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/4CASA/). 
We are going to start having club meetings every 3 months now with us growing and getting more active.  Hopefully, this year, we can start forming committees too.  You don’t need to own an Australian Shepherd to join our club as there are lots of fun things to do with 4CASA besides earning titles.  So check us out.  Our annual meeting is going to be in February.  We meet at a restaurant and talk over what we want to do for the year.  All are welcome.  If you are a little bit interested, come to the meeting and see what it is all about.  It will meet in the Cortez area this year.  Watch our website for a specific date.  
We kicked this year off with a Scavenger Hunt in Disappointment Valley.  Then we did a camping trip in the beautiful Blue Mountain area in Devils Canyon.  Then this fall was our Doggone Day of Fun and games.   We are having a photo contest on our website too so check it out.  You don’t want to miss out next year.  We will be planning some exciting events for you and your dog.  Check out our website at:
http://windymesaaussies.com/4CASA_home.htm

Respectfully, 
Elaine Eschtruth

Vice President and Secretary
